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Resolutions adopted by the Statehood Convention, held at Purcell, I 
T. September, 30th, 1893 

ResoLven: That we favor the passage by Congress of an enabling aq 
cinpowering a constitutional convention to be called creating a state ftom 
the present territories of Oklahoma aud the Indian Territory a« provided 
by the Carey bill. 

ReseLven: That as the state created by the enabling act herein prar 
ed for, would have within its boundanes, over 600,000 Inbabitants that 
it be eutitled to three Representatives in Congress from three separate 
Congressional Districts to be established by the constitutional convention È 
of said Territories in accordance with the provisions of the statutes of 
the United States. 

WHEREAS: That portion of Oklahoma, known as the Wichita, Kiowa 
Comanche and other Indian reservatious, have been fairly treated fo 
and are awaiting settlement by the citizens of the United States, ۰۱ tw 
years or more, and, whereas, a bill is now before Congress, offered b 
the Hon. D. T. Flynn, ratifying the treaties, for the purpose ot. «nn, 
these lands for sivihzation: | 
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‘THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: "That we ask Congress to at onc: pies 
the bill ratifying the treaties to open said lands to settlement to ۵۵ 
of the United States, as soon as possible. 

WHEREAS: The present system of land holdings i the Indian Terr 
tory 1s un wise, unequal and unjust to the citizens of the Indian ۱۱ 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this convention favor a ch inged 
land tenures in the Indian Territory and favor a just and equal «divisim 
of the domain of the entire Indian Territory, among the citizens of ext, 
Nation respectively. | 


ResoLven: That this convention earnestly petition President lew 
land and his eabinent to use their influence in behalf of the canse, for tlt 
promotion of which we are here assembled—Statehood at ‘the earliet 
possible date for Oklahoma and the Indian "Territory as one state. 

ResoLven: That the executive committee appointed at El Reno, È 
hereby ratified and that the communities of the five civilized tribes, ۴ 
quested to send a member of the executive committee to its meeting ? 
Oklahoma City, October 10th, 1893. 
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The Memorial. 

“Ve, the delegates of the people of the Indian Territory, believing, 
as citizens of the United States and civilized Indians of more than half a 
ecntuny of representative local government, tuat we are, by numerical 
strength, geographical situation and area, natural resources and advance- 
ment 1n the arts of civilization and intelligence. and in all the essential 
requirements of good citizenship, capable and worthy ot exercising the 
high prerogative of self government, as obtained under the Democratic 
Institution of statehood, and that a great majority of our people pray for 
speedy reltef from the unjust, obstructive and auomalous conditions 
which surround them, hereby most respecttully and earnestly represent to 
the people, congress and the president of the republic, that it is our de- 
sire ind prayer that the five petty sovererguties knowu as the civilized 


tubs of the Indian Territory, existing by right of treaty, be summarily 


abevtshed; that the lands held by federal patent in common by the Cheir 
بخ ناه‎ Creeks and others, be allotted in equal pro-rat@ severally, with 
proper reservations to bona fide citizens of the atoresaid Indian govern- 
ments, and that the doma'n occupied bv them be made to form a part of 


a commonwealth of the American Union, for the following reasons, to- 
wit 


"There are, according to the reports of the United States agent for 
the hve civilized tribes, for 1893, fully 150,000 United States citizens 
and about 70,000 Indian citizens resident ıu the Indian Territory, witl 
an annual increase since the opening ot Oklahoma in 1889 of 87 per cent. 
Of the 70,000 Indian citizens, according to the above authority, one- 
fouitli are full-bloods, the dominant blood of the remainder claiming In. 
diau decent being white, to say nothing of tue 20,000 iutermarried whites 
ind uegio freedmen who enjoy tribal rights aud are classed as citizens. 

“The five civilized tribes spend ancually $350,000 in maintaing public 
schools, aud the value of their school property is, by a careful. approxi. 
mation taken from the agents report, $800,000. ‘Khe children of the 
150.000 non-citizen residents are without educational facilities other 
than those furnished at private ex pense, aud very many are denied any 
edueational opportunities at all, threatening a larze per cent. of the rising 
geueration with a shocking degiee of illiteracy. This class discrimination 
ts exercised against the children of American citizens, is discreditable to 
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our great governmeut and a future menace to Republican institutions, 
‘Education is the life blood of liberty." 

The expense of maintaining the government of the five Nations to 
whose allegiance less than one-third of the residents of the Indian ۰ 
ritory can lay claim, largely exceeds what would be the legitimate 
expense of maintaining an equitable and honest state of government, ot 
and for the whole people, irrespective of race and over the whole of 
Oklahoma and the Indian Territory. 

«These Indians,” to quote from the agent's report for 1893, ‘tare the 
worst taxed people on the American continent," The average per capita 
tax paid by every man, woman and child exceeds $10.00 per annum. 
This is an undisputable tact that argues strongly in favor of some change 


ywhereby the poorer and the middle classes may be protected against such 


impositions. The full-blood Indian with an acre of corn and the ow uer 
of but one pony, pays the same tax to support his government as does thie 
inter-married white who farms thousands of acres and pastures tens of 
thousands head of cattle.” 


The United States citizens pay the tribnal government an enormous 
revenue a.mually in personal tax for the privilege of residence and a ‘ar 
on all merchandise sold and business transacted in the country. "lis 
tax, we believe, will of itself defray the expense of a state government 
in which all the people could participate, not to mention the burden of 
its working and maintaining a semblance of municipal cleanliness, order 
and safety, which now falls on private shoulders. 

The abrogation of the tribal government and allotment of the Indi ul 
lands with inalienable safeguards is necessary to the protection of the In- ` 
dian property rights and to his material well being. The real Inéian— 
the governments ward—is a slight factor in the possession or profit of 
the soil which is his racial birthwright, In this country are white lanl- 
lords with tribal rights obtained through marriage who control from 
10,000 to 40,000 acres and number their tenants by the hundreds, Tne 
tribal law allow the citizens to hold all the lands they can fence, and as 
a consequence these Indians of a slight or na Indian blood have forced 
the full.blood off upon the discarded and worthless lands. ‘The incer 
married white citizens of the Chiekasaw Nation control more farming 
land than is held by all the full-blood Indiansof the tribes. In the 
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Cherokee section one citizen of that class is said to have under fence more 
land than is controlled by the full blood population of that nation. A 
great portion of the eastern halt of the tei ritory is under wire fence for 
the benefit of the Texas cattle syudicates and coal and timber corpora- 
tions monopolize much of the rest. 

‘The citizens of these tribal governments are the prey of the wolves 
within and without the fold, they rob them going and coming, in secur- 
ing and disbursing the public funds aud annuities. ‘To instance, of the 
late Choctaw claim but about one-half ever reached the people is signifi- 
cent and that was but a repetition of former experiences. 


‘The politicians who control our nation are anxious to perpetuate the 
farms to their pecuniary profit and for the wregking of factional vengeance 
aie incapable of appreciating the principles of free government, much, 
less of administering it. The recent Locke insurrection in the Choctaw 
nation which resulted in many politival assassinations and required fed. 
eral intervention to prevent the execution of partisan prisoners, is an in- 
stance in point , The governments are mere oligarchies for self aggran- 
disement and publie spoliation. 

“The jadieiary of the Indian Territory is a piece of legal crazy-patch 
work. Itis worse. Itis a judicial crime. We have five ambiguous 
and conflicting court jurisdictions, The Indians have the local triban- 
als, with their barbarous whippings and executions by shooting; the 
Indian agent is empowered to enforce certain of the fe leral statutes, with 
police at his back; two foreign courts, with power of life and death over 
our people, sit at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, aud Paris, Texas; our home fed- 
eral court is little more than a justice court, that smacks strongly of the 
police court. We haye so much law that we cannot tell where one court’s 
jurisdiction leaves off and another begins. We ask inthe name of jus- 
tice, for the sake of judicial decency and economy, that we be given 
statehood, 1f for no other reason than judicial home rule. Our constitu- 
tional right of trial by a jury of our peers chosen from the vicinage is 
ruthlessly violated; we are transported, in some instances, as far as 0 
miles, at an enormous and needless expense, to these foreign courts, to be 
tried away from home and friends by jurors prejudiced against people 
and sections. Men charged witb the heinons crime of carrying whiskey 
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into the sacred precincts of the Territory bave sacrificed their lives m- 
foreign jails as the price of a federal deputy marshal’s mileage, w ıthou 
a fair chance to give bord, while the country is overrun with banded 
murderers, turned loose upon us by these foreign courts to intimidate 
witnesses and terrorize the community. The, voice of outraged justice | 
calls from the Indian Territory for judicial home rule. i 


«We have no voice even in the selection of the appointive officers who 
administer the half loaf of government which is accorded to us, being 
treated as subjects of a province, subjugated, and held as partisan spoil 
for official beggars. 


«The white non-citizens, the wealth producing class of the five na 
tions, have erested improvements to the value of many millions of dollar 
upon their lands and put in cultivation nearly every acre utilized for 
farming. Under the tribal laws they can negotiate mo leases for a longer 
time than one year and are subject to eviction by the Indian landlord at, 
the expiration of that time. A score of towns containing from 1,000 to. 
5,000 inhabitants, and many of less population, having personal properly 
aggregating fully $5,000,000 with not a shadow of title to the soil be. 
neath their buildings, many of which are substantial and expensive strue 
tures, one alone, built by non-citizen capital costing $70,000. The per 
sonal property of the town of Ardmore approximates $1,000,000. ‘I hese 
towns have no municipal governments and are wholly dependent upon 
private liberality and enterprise for the maintainance of what few sani 
tary and other imperative public regulations they require. Their growth 
and public order, health and comfort, require that they have municipal 
organizations. They are badly handicapped in the race of progress by 


The laws of the five nations effecting the United States residents there 
in are designed to be oppressive and discouraging to progress. Under 
their operation civilization is badly retarded The act of the Chickassr 
legislature requiring licensed traders to pay a tax of one per cent. o 
every dollars worth of merchandise purchased, is extortiooste in the big | 
est degree and would be prohibitory in effect 1f enforced. 


We denounce as worthy of the dark ages the bill passed by the Jon" 
1 


_ existing conditions. 
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house of the last Congress making it a felony, punishable by a fine of 
one thousand dollars and one years’ imprisonment in the penitentiary, 
for a United States citizen to reside in tlie territory ot the five civilized 
tribes without the consent of the tribal governments as obtained by the 
payment of a permit tax. ‘The penalty attached to this remarkable act 
was explained by the eastern member urging its passage as necessary be- 
cause of the poverty of the men who could not pay a tax to the govern- 
ment in which they have no répresentation,thus imposing a penal penalty 


upon poverty. ۲ i 
i 
We denounce the permit fee as a tax on the labor which has made the 


lands of the Indian yaluable and enable him to enjoy in idleness the 
fruits of white industry, and believe that the ‘tribal councils should re- 
peal their permit laws. We call upon the Congress of the United States 
to allow the legislation above referred to, to go no further. 


We hold that tbe development, resources and capabilities of the In. 
dian Territory are of so high an order and so diversified that uuder state- 
hood it would with marked rapidity take first rank among the Trans Miss- 
issippi states. As a producer of coal, timber, cattle, cotton, corn. fruit 
and small grains, it now holds a proud position, and its development has 
just begun. It is capable of maintaing as large a population as an equal 
area of any state in the federation: As an evidence of the enlightenment 
and progress of our people, we cite the fact that fifty-four newspapers, 
weekly and daily, are printed in the five civilized tribes. 


We have no asylums for our insane, no iustitutions of charity and 
philanthiopy, no penitentiaries for the continemeut of criminals, no re- 
lief from the multitudinous publie burdens which should be properly 
borne by the state. 


For these and other reasons of less vital importance to onr country, 
we earnestly pray the relief to be found only through a government ۵۶ 
the people, by the people an1 for the people." 


Jas, E. Humpurey, Chairman. 
Morr, L. BixLER, Secretary. 
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i COMMITTEE ON RESCLUTIONS. 

Frank McMasters, Oklahoma City, Chairman; R. W. McAdam, Ard 

more, Secretary; J. H. Maxey, Norman; A. J. Seay, Kingfisher; F, E 

Gillett, El Reno; John W. Shartell, Guthrie; Mr. Wilcox, Washit, 

county; L. N. Hornebeck, Minco; Jadgé Reagan, Chickasha; J. F, 

Sharp, Purcell; E. N. Cruse, Ardmore; W. R. Asher, Tecumseh. 
Memorial was drafted by R. W. McAdam, of Ardmore. 
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